34     CANONICAL AND  UNCANON2CAL  GOSPELS.

Gospels, if such agreement be fotmd, must be
reckoned as confirmation from an independent,
if not from a hostile source.

Further, he spent many years at Rome, which
was, in his time, already fast becoming the
"head-quarters of Christianity. At some time or
other nearly all the great leaders of the Church,
Ignatius, Polycarp, Irenieus, Marcion (and other
heretics), found their way to Rome. It was the
place above all others where information about
the faith and practice of Christians was to be
obtained.

Tatian's evidence for the Gospels must be
extracted from his two works, (1) " Oration to
the Greeks," (2) " Diatessaron," or Harmony of
Four Gospels.

The Oration is a short work, and is addressed
to heathens; so that we must not expect to find
the Christian Scriptures often quoted, or quoted
at length. But we find two or three short
sentences which, taken together, are very sig-
nificant : cap. iv., " God is a Spirit;" cap. xiii.,
" The darkness doth not comprehend the light;"
cap. xix., " All things were made by Him, and
without Him was not anything made."

From these quotations, we may feel morally